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March 27, 2001

Dear Mr. Harris :

We are pleased to present to you a copy of an historic new report, “Keeping Our Commitment:
Preserving Land in the Chesapeake Watershed.” Responding to the commitment by Maryland,
Pennsylvania and Virginia in the Chesapeake 2000 Agreement to permanently preserve twenty percent of
the land area in the Chesapeake Bay watershed by 2010, the Chesapeake Bay Commission and the Trust
for Public Land forged a public-private partnership focused on helping the signatories meet that
commitment. This report is the result of our partnership.

The study details, for the first time, the current state of watershed land conservation in Virginia, Maryland
and Pennsylvania, providing an overview of existing conservation programs, funding and incentive
programs, local government initiatives and creative conservation partnerships. The report finds that
approximately 6.7 million acres (or 17.2%) of land within the watershed has already been conserved.
While this is a tremendous accomplishment, the report underscores the need for heightened efforts to
achieve the Chesapeake 2000 Agreement’s land conservation commitment. The report finds that at least
1.1 million additional acres in the Chesapeake Bay watershed need to be preserved during the next 10
years to meet the 20% goal. The report estimates that nearly half of this additional acreage can be
preserved through existing programs, if recent funding levels are maintained and private efforts continue
at the same rate. However, securing the remainder will require new and enhanced efforts, and an
estimated $1.8 billion in additional state, federal and local funding.

While state and federal leadership will obviously be crucial to achieve this increased level of funding for
land conservation, watershed counties will also have a important role to play. The Trust for Public Land
is uniquely positioned to help counties develop new funding initiatives through its Conservation Finance
Program, which has helped governments create nearly $24 billion in new state, county and municipal
funding for land conservation since 1995. We invite you to contact us to learn more about how TPL can
help your county reach its own conservation goals, while contributing to the larger goal of protecting the
Chesapeake Bay watershed.

Please feel free to share this report with your colleagues and county staff, and let us know if you would
like additional copies of the report. It is also available at www.tpl.org on the Mid-Atlantic page.

Sincerely,
Debi Osborne Ann Swanson
The Trust for Public Land Chesapeake Bay Commission
660 Pennsylvania Avenue SE, Suite 401 60 West Street, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20003 Annapolis, MD 21401
Phone: (202) 543-7552 Phone: (410) 263-3420
Fax: (202) 544-4723 Fax: (410) 263-9338

www.tpl.org www.chesbay.state.va.


















































































